Sante Claus Visits Crozet

Santa Claus took a break from the frantic bustle
of his North Pole workshops to star in the Crozet
Christmas parade Dec. 2 and hang out at the
Firehouse to hear the latest updates to Christmas
wish-lists from Crozet kids. He and Mrs. Claus
stayed long enough for the Firehouse’s tree to be lit
before dashing back north with a longer list of toys
to make before Christmas Day.

Santa and Mrs. Claus rode in a freight wagon
driven by Trey Dillard and pulled jauntily along by
Charlie and Gunner, two geldings known as the
Stage Junction Clydesdales, who had their har-
nesses merrily decked out with holiday decorations.
Trey’s wife Patty and kids Adam and Emily kept
Santa company as the parade wound from Carter
Street, through downtown, and culminated at the

Firehouse where heaps of cookies and vats of hot
chocolate waited.

Also starring in the parade were the Western
Albemarle High School marching band and cheer-
leaders, Engine 34 from the North Garden
Volunteer Fire Department, three antique tractors,
and Country 99.7 WCYK provided Christmas car-
ols along the route though a loudspeaker system.

“Te elves are working 24/7,” reported Santa
proudly, “but we’ll be able to meet the need.” Te
things he heard the most demand for were cell
phones and iPods, he reported, with dolls and
skateboards also popular.

Te CVFD Auxiliary, 10 devoted women who
support the firefighters, sponsored the parade again
this year and sold 3,000 ralle tickets, making

Kate and Mackenzie Whitely of Crozet asked Santa for
an American Girl doll, a craft set, a tea set and an Ariel
talking vanity.

Sara Nottingham of Charlottesville, who comes to
Crozet to meet Santa every year, asked him to bring her
moon shoes, moon sand, and a Bratz Diamond Doll.

Santa’s visit one of the CVFD’s most important
fundraisers. When the ralJe was drawn, Dana
Stickler's name was called for both the $50 and
$100 prizes (proving the value of buying multiple
chances). Te $250 prize went to Blair Anderson
and the top money, $500, was won by Todd
McAllister.

Judy Schmertzler, the Auxiliary’s president this
year, announced that the parade prizes went to the
WAHS band for best marching entry, to the Stage
Junction Clydesdales (first prize for best-appearing
entry—but they did have Santa after all) and the
WAHS cheerleaders (second prize for best-appear-
ing entry).

Library

Pumpkin-Carving

Contest Winners

Crozet Library patrons voted for their
favorite carved pumpkin and chose three
winners out of nine contenders: Turner
Smith, Daisy Sandridge and (not pictured)
Elizabeth Groth. T e contest was
open to pumpkin sculptors of all ages.



